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| PROSTITUTION. 


Tur RELATION OF THE Exprrience or Evrore ro 
THE SOLUTION OF THE Proniem in Boston. 


BY ARTHOR & sloxe, M.D. 


PROSTITUTION is a subject which forces itself upon 
the attention of every member uf the medieal profea- 
sion diving io a large city. It is one which every man 
ie liable to be called to give some opinion upon in 
these days of reform and social evolution, and that 
opinion, it seems to me, should be given with some 
knowledge of tho facte of the case. It 18 not my in- 
tention in the followimg paper to discuss the ethics of 
the subject, or to theorize chout the necessity or non- 
‘necessity of the prostitate, but to take up the matter 
as it presents itself to us as a eccial evil, present with 
ng, and one which should be met and dealt with ac- 
cording to some fixed policy. 

I do not expect to settle the matter or to change 
men’s minds if they are already made up upon a 
definits bacis, but I hope te point out some of the con- 
siderations which must be known and understeod 
before any really judiciaf cpimion can be given. If 
oan set a number of practical medics} men thinking 
seriously upon this problem, I shall bave accomplished 
my aim. : 

_- One thing I would say, in passing, to the moral 
reformers, und that 1s, that their attention should be 
directed towards the men and not towards the women, 
for so long as there are men who wish for illicit sexual 
gratification, so long will there be women, either for 
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love, for hire, or from compuls.on to supply the 
demand 

As to the souices of information which I have made 
use of tn chis paper, Tam indebted to the great iter. 
est in the sabject ws Europe durmy the years of 
1890-9 At that time a large number of povern- 
ment and medical commissions were appointed, and 
made reports after thorough mveatigation of the sab- 
ject, and from these reports we can get a very good 
idea of the atate of ond existing in Hurope, and of 
tLe plane that were proposed ana the conditions pre- 
senting themeclyes in various parts of Kurope at the 
beginning of the present decade. 

Que of the most frequent answers made by medica! 
mer to one seeking knowledge upon the eubject of 
prostitution 1s **Oh, prosttutiou is 2 necessary evil, 
and I belteve that some contro! snould he excreseed to 
prevert the spread of disease, just as they do upon 
the continent of Europe” Let us first consider how 
much contra] is exeressed 1n Euicpe Engiand alouve 
of the Uauropean uations makes no p'etence to govern- 
ment or muuicipal control, and not much pretence to 
check the openest soltc.tation — many of the principal 
streets of London being simply thronged after dark 
with women who se.ze upon any passing man and 
almost compel him to go with them 

Ali the Continental cities exercise a certain amount 
oi contre] over some of their prostitutes, and for the 
most part keep the vest under such restraint that i no 
place is there such open solicitation us is to be found 
in FPieadiliy ana Regent Sirees in London Yet in 
Paris solicitation does take place on the open streets 
But nowhere 18 the number of women under police 
control anything like the total which are to be found in 
the ranks of the daughters of Lihth In ell European 
cities there are two varieties of prostitutes who are 
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under police control first, those who hve 1 houses 
that are charterea and licensed, and, second, thosa 
who a.e inscribed, but carry op businesa at thar own 
BHaicinvatls Heme as it were free lances Thes_ latter 
have baoke yu which then names and histories are in- 
seribed, that is, their police examinations, tovether 
with the length of their stay, their disease and treat- 
ment. wher she; were last in the hospital In some 
places these women lave to report at certam timea to 
police headquarters for examination, 2nd at others 
they can be simply summoned whenever wanted = tu 
some cities there are certain cafés where they are 
allowed to selicit patronage and other women are not 
perustied the same privilege ‘Lhey must, however, 
conhine themselves to these places Then there are 
in come places certain recognized Houses 0} assigna 
tion, but these seem,to play a réle of bat little impor- 
tance in the general problem. The women m the 
licensed houses are examined at imervals of varying 
lengths of trme, before 1892, to1 the most part at the 
police-stations and at the expense of the proprietors 
of the houses Solicitations from the windows or 
sidewalk is not permitted by Jaw for these houses. 
In Berl'y, says Blaschko, the women were to be exau- 
med every e:xght to ten days, as a2 matter of fact, they 
were sol Cxamined oftener than once in two weeks. 
The proportion of prostivutes under police control 
may be judged fron. the tellowing statistics ‘The 
Prefect of Police 1. Parts adouttea to Professor Dr 
Lassar of Kerlin, who was sont by the German Gov- 
ernment to investigate the methods of contro! in the 
city of Paris, thut there were fully one hundied thou- 
sand prost.tutes in Paris, and J cannot sea that this 
estimate includes the large number of girls woikmg 
In reataurants and wine shops, but sumply women who 
have no regular means of support except their profes- 
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gion «There were 10 al! Pariy in denuary, 1888, only 
sixty-seven licensed houses Many of the houses of 
Paris, are in a great measure kept open for the edifi- 
cation of travellers who are taken te see the sights of 
tha wicked city, aud sexual infercourse is rather of 
secondary wmportance [he far greater part ot the g1°ls 
that are to be found at such places as the Buller sad 
Moulin Reuge and many of the cafés, concert and 
dance halls are uuinecribed; the one thing that they 
fear and will do moat to avoid, is that they will be 
takon to the police-atation and be enrolled and from 
that time be under police surveillance, and it 18 only 
when they have become 80 hardened and shameless 
that they become pnbuc nuwances that they are 
arrested by the police and inserthed aud subjected to 
pulice exawibation and covtrol. 

in Belgium, with tts 6,600,000 neonle there were, 
accordioy io Dr Faux, only 96 heensed bousea with 
486 inmates, while the inscribed prostitutes numbered 
661 At the same time there are 686 women knowu 
to be prostitutes by the police but not macribed by 
them ‘This estimate makes no consideration for the 
government prostitutes supphed for the army, Thus 
it, will be ssen that the number of women under poltce 
control 1s very smuli indeed, and this number, 
although I did uct find avy absolute figures, 1s taken 
to be about the proportion that existe throughout the 
other cities tt: Europe as was borne out by the fact 
that it wa. everywhere recognized that some measures 
should be taken to secure greuter control of the pros. 
stute.s 

The next question which we veed to 1avest.gate 1a 
whether :he existing control does what it promises to 
do, that 18, give the visitor to the licensed buuse of 
plostitution or to the inscribed girl toe assurance that 
he will be free from che danger of venereal disease 
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To this point J shall again quote Fiaux in regard to 
his 1ovestigations in Belgium In the month of Janu 
ary, 1889, 287 licensed prostiuuces of Brussele were 
exaivined, only to find 66 with venereal disease, 37 of 
thea beiny syphilitic, while the pohce reports of the 
decade 1870-80 show 8 percertage of 00 per cent. ta 
60 per cent diseased anong the inmates of honaes, 
and about 38 per cent among the inseribed women. 
Professor Bergls, of Copenhagen, is quoted as having 
sitoilar experience, and the statistics for 1886-90 show 
thut the percentage of inmates for licensed houses has 
been early twice as large as among the inscribed 
women. Neisser, of Breslau, with several assistants, 
examined 573 prostitutes. and in 216 he found gono- 
coce: present (38/6 per cent) Dr Pasaavant, of 
Paris, 18 quoted as eaying that out of every hundred 
imscmhed women 35 to 50 per cent have venereal 
aisease «= Dr Fiaux shows that in Belgium, m 1881- 
1889, one-half of the inmates of the hieeneed houses 
had to be sent to the hospitals for treatment with 
venereal disease, of whom about 50 ner cent. were 
syphilitic Of inscribed women, about one-third were 
treated at the hospitals, about one sixth of these beng 
syphilitic Laser, in an extensive examination of 
prostitutes for the presence of gonococci, found in the 
exammation of the urethra of 353 patients that the 
gonococc: could be demonstrated 112 times, although 
in four-nfths of these cases there was no macro- 
scopical evidence of gonorrhea Several of these 
patients baci been dischaiged from the hospitals as 
cured | 

Some of the figures in other vitie. are as follows. 

Lyons, 1880-1885: percentage of diseased inmates 
of iicensed houses 85 per cent., inscribed 40 per cent 

Brussels, 1881-1889 - inmates 50 per cent., inscribed 
33 per cent 
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Rotterdam: inmates 35 per cent, inscribed 10 per 
cart. 

Mireur, of Marseilles, stated that he found out of 
every 100 cases of venereal dreease which came to his 
notice that 62 came from houses of prostitution. 

Kaposi states that in 1888-1889 there were 1,770 
mseribed women ta Vieuna; of these 841 were treated 
for venereal disease, 1,634 were arrested at varous 
times for disorderly cunduct, 477 being punished  Of€ 
uninseribed women 1,332 wera arrested for disorderly 
conduct, of whom 170 (or 12 per cent.) were touud to 
be diseased. There are said to be 25,000 prostitutes 
in Vienna 

In Hamburg, the Allegemcine Krankenkaus reports 
that 80 per cent of the venereal disease or:pinates 
mn Louses of prostitution, 10 per cent with the 
imecribed women, and credits the 1«mainder of the 
coses to Altona, a smell] eity Jowcer down the i1ver 
Nom.nally houses of prostitution have been abolished 
1) Hamburg, m reality, they ex st 

Blaschko says that of 2,000 private patients with 
venereal digease 69 per cent. originated with proati- 
tutes, 10 per cent with shop-girle, 4 per cent with 
har-maids | 

The statemeut that tke proportion of diseased 
romeu among the recoguized prustitutes +s soracwhere 
between SQ and 50 nei cent. 1s genesuils accepted aa 
neng the state of things thioughwut lurope 

In regard to the question whether or no there «3 an 
actual incrcase of &5philis a: the presecat tme the 
wiiteig seem to differ, Surarune vp tne erence, 
there appear to be a few who beheve that syphils 1s 
on the decrease, whue the majority are convinced of 
its mcrease In Paris, Dr Vidal of the Hépital St 
Louis, which 1s the centre of shin diseases of all 
Paiis and Fiance, statee that the sambe: of eyphilitie 
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patients 1s daily imercasing. Prof. Léon le Fort, of 
the Hoptal du Midi, and Proessot Fournier and 
Dr Maur.ac all expressed the same views. Ou tho 
other hand, Dr. Weber, director of the Val de Gragea 
Mihtary Hospital. states chat tne imoust of vancreal 
disease among the soidiers is decreasing The same 
seems to be true among the Belgian army Flere it 
is probably owing to the government furnishing 
women for the sold.ers, 

In Berlin, Dr. Blaschko believes that the smount 
of venereal disease has heen decreas ng in Berlin since 
1856 But Professor Woif denies that Blaschko’s 
statistics im this regard are correct Also, Dr S§ 
Neumann takes the same ground, and demes that 
syphilis 13 In retrogicss'on 

The general opimion in the Berlin Congress was 
that venereal disease was on the increase and that 
measures must be taken tocheck its advance Blaschko 
in his pane: atated that, from the standpoint of public 
hygiene, no benefit was receivea whatever from the 
control as then practised. A commiss.iou consist ng 
of Virchow, laschko, Mever, Strassman, Langerhaus, 
Villaret, B. Frankel, Pistor, Lewin, S Neumann, B 
and M Wolf were appointed to consider the subject, 
and they reported that the sanitary conditions and 
weagures existing in Berlin fu. the prevention and 
treatment of venereal disease were maufficient And 
thie was tne general opin’on arrived ut by all the men 
throughout Isurore who had the nvestigation im hand, 
that the protection ‘did uct protect, neither did tue 
contral check the advauce of the evil. 

Having arrived at this definite conclusion, the next 
point was what shonld ke danc. Here the opinionr 
varied graatly. One of the Prevch Munistera tola 
Lassar that the conditicns varie so in the different 
cities that no general law was poszible, but that each 
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municipality must deal with the preblem ag 1% was 
presented to tt <Auother French Minister, Gayot, 
who has given thia subject a great deal of study and 
written a book upon prostitution, has renched the con- 
clusion that abolition 16 the proper thing aud prosti- 
tution is a woral and peraonal question and that there 
was no reason why it should be recognized by protect- 
ing law, taking the position that has so fur been held 
in England and America. 

in the Leuth Interaatiousl Congress, at Berlin, the 
cpmion was for the most part expreased in favor of 
segregation of ull prostitutes, insisting that they should 
live iv a special quarter and in lwensed houses where 
they vould ba under strict surveillance, no sohetanon 
to be allowed, and any one being found acting as & 
prostitute to be judged as one and treated accordingly , 
also uny one treated for veaereal disease to be also 
considered a8 a prostitute, all the women to have a 
semi-weekly exammation et a medical bureau at the 
expense of tle city, and any one found having venereal 
diseaso to be sent to the hospitel. Fehx, Drysdale 
Hetnzinger, and Crocq dissented from the majority, 
expressing the decided opimicn that the centralization 
of prostitutes was a source of danger to the rest of 
the community, and especially the 1utact girls, who 
would be exposed to greater temptations than under 
the eaisting conditions, ana affirming the utter im os- 
sibility of removing all prostitutes to any special quar- 
ter of the city or puntshtug them by legal means, as 
the boundary between free love and prostitution 18 
absolutely undefined 

Contrary to the opinion expressed iw the Berlin 
Congress, 1t seems to be generally held and eupported 
by statistics that the houses of prostitution are much 
greate: sources cf danger than the inscribed women. 
the statistica given tending to sifovw that the number 
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of infected women 1n the licensed housea amounts to 
shout 40 tn 50 per cent., while the number among tha 
inscribed women 1s under 30 per cent. 

In very many of the large cities che aumber of 
icensed houses bus steadily falien, for example, Paris, 
1850, 212; 1880, 133, January, 1488, 67. In St 
Petersburg, io the 14 years from 1872-18386 the num- 
ber feil from 220 to 82, at the same time the in 
scribed free women increased from 2,500 to 4,500. 
In Belgium there hae been a steady diminution in the 
numbers of housea aud inmates, so that now there are 
only about one-third as compared with twenty years ago, 
all of this going to show that there is a tendency for 
this form ot dissipation to go out of fashion. Lts, 
together with the fact that the women of the bcensed 
houses from their more frequently indulging im copula 
von and their ivalihty to choose their compamiois and 
their lack of self-reaponsibility, are muck less careful 
of ther bodies and heuce more apt to be diseased 
Ii, Antwerp 1t has been seriously pioposed to do away 
with rhe seveu licensed houses and to have only in- 
scribed free proatitates. 

So 14 wil] be seen that thera are uo absclute meth- 
ods which cau Le said to render any successful solt- 
tion to this difficult problem But if auy one will stop 
to consider for a moment, it will be seen that rating 
as & prostitute every ove that 1s found in any way dis- 
egsed C1 soliciting 18 only possible .n a government of 
the most paternal kmnu, backed with imquicitorial 
powers | 

AJl the writers upor the subject recognize the fact 
that there are not enough hospital accommodations 
for the treatment of the diseased prostitutes. In 
Vienna it was urged by Neumann that a large hes- 
pitas be bait for this purpose, any prostitute with 
syphillis to be committed for at least two years, those 
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with yonorrhea until recovery Ite argued that any 
auch regulation as this would tend to extend rather 
than restrain the spread of 5) phuis, for the great fear 
of incarceration sould cause infected women who 
were inscribed to couceal their trouble as long as pos- 
sible, to leave a town where they were known for 
another where they could werk unmolested, because 
unknown, tuen, ton, the utter impossibility uf having 
hospital accommodations large enough to car:y out 
such a plan must be clearly realized And 1f theie 
were not prison hospitals there would be no way to 
keep the women from plying their profession as now, 
for the; would have to live even though diseased. 

We see from the above liasty and imperfect sketch 
that neither of the plans tor the contro) of prostitu- 
tion is perfect, for in Venna where the inscribed fres 
prostitute bas specially floushed the geaora' opimion 
seems to be that the system 1s inadequate and that all 
prestitution shoule be confined to heensed houses, 
while 11 Belgium the contrary opimio. has gamed 
ground, that the licensed houses are the most danger- 
ous, aud safety of the masses is hest secured by the 
controlled free prostitute. 

In the consideration of the conditions of the subject 
on the continent. of Europe I have purposely omitted 
all reference to the army and its statistics. Here there 
has probably been a distinct gat in dimimishing the 
nyaber of cases of venereal disease, but the methods 
Dy which this bas been reached are of po mterest to 
us at the present time, as we do not haye the p,oblem 
of thousands of soldiers quartered in our great cities. 

The different standara of morals must always be 
taken into consideration 12 applying deductons from 
European society to cur own, also the different posi- 
tion in which women are regarded on the Continent 
and in New England. I will not attempt to enlarge 
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apon thie point, but wouid ask the gentlemen always 
to bear this 1n mind in speaking or writing upon the 
subject 

To como to omit own c.ty of Boston Before the 
chauge m administiation in eur police commission the 
ety bad a most unenvisble reputation A very large 
number of houses of prostitution were xn full force 
and did 2 most thriving business. The traffic in young 
women was extensive, and the agents of several socie- 
ties, udtably the Traveller’s Aid Department of the 
Y W C A had to be constantly on the watch to 
prevent the capture of young women arriving from 
Europe, tke provinces, and the country The houses 
ran ulpht ana day, and no peried of rast from duty 
was allowed to the major:ty of the irmates during any 
part of the montn At the same trme, I am told by 
those who were investigating the subject at that time, 
there were houses where 1t was just as safe for & vis- 
itor as though the house had been licensed and been 
under government contiol. In all the houses hyuor 
was 8011 sJicitly, and even in those unrestrained days 
ay one failing to cal] for liquor was regarded with 
auspicion Robberies were frequent, and the most 
disg’acetul orgies were common Many of tha so- 
called *patlor houses ’”’ were run largely for the pur- 
pose of robbery, by means of selling wines and hquors 
at extortionate prices to dranken patrons, the sexual 
part temg of secoudary consideration. Since the 
persistent isids Which tollowed the advent of the 
presept Clituirman of Police Commissioners tato off.ce 
a Jatge proportion of the houses have been ciuvaed abd 
remain closed The agent of the Traveller's Aid 
Society, Miss Blodgett, states that there 1s less attempt 
bemg made to entrap the newly arrived girls, though 
this 18 probably in a Jarge measure due to the persist- 
ent watchfulness of Miss Blodvett and others The 
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Rev Mr. Tobey of Berkeley Temple states that so 
efficient has been the action of the police in the city 
ag a whole, there 15 cniy about oue-third of the prosti- 
tutes engaged in their profession that there was engh- 
teen wouths ago, atid is prepared to support bia 
assertion hy statistics On the other hand. im other 
quarters of the city hitherto perfectly frea from the 
preseace of such women small groups of prostitutes 
have appeared, and are causing their aeighbors a good 
deal of trouble and apprekension The greater part 
of the prostitution that 18 carried on in the city at 
present, outside of that promiscuvus intercourse that 
exists among the lowest strata of society, le now care 
ried on ‘n a freelance way, snd not from specially 
orgnized houses. ‘Ths 1s vouched for by the agents 
of various societies who have the doings of many of 
the keepers of such houses under suiveilauce, and 
know that, they have cither left the ety or are not 
engeged in running houses of prostitution, though 
many wre waiting for the trot signs of relaxed activity 
on the part of the polce to open their houses once 
more Some of the girls have gonc to their homes, 
and many others have been found employment, and 
their movements -are unde: the observation of the 
agents of various societies 

Ys this for the better or worse’ Has the dispersion 
of the prostitates among a class of the people formerly 
free from, the presence, ard the possible increased 
danger to women from the arsaulis of mer thus 
deprived of their custom uy sexual relief, made a con- 
dition of things that 1s worse than the former free 
system? ‘The latter argument does not seem to me 
to have any weight. The dangerous classes live so 
that it 18 possible for them to indulge in sexual inter- 
course at all times, and they caunot from the very 
necessity of their existence support the houses of 
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prosutation and are consequently not affected by the 
change If the fact that prostitutes are to be found 
ip new quartere tends to raize & strong public senti- 
ment among our all tow easy-going people so that they 
are foiced to recognize that this is au evil which must 
be met and dealt with in same way or other, not a 
mere abstract question which 1m no way concerns the 
average family or the average citizen, then I main- 
tain that the evil of the dispersion 16 Gverbalanced by 
the good On the other hand, the closure of the 
houees has removed a large amount of tesiptation 
from weak mea, many of whom go to such places not 
for any purpose of gratification of strong sexual pas- 
gon but simply “with the boys” Once there, they 
are filed woth alcohol, rebbed and given disease 
Further, the supply now exceeding the demand, there 
is Jess attempt to entrap young and pre.toualy inno- 
cept women for iumoral purposes, wetther is there 
such au free and easy opening fo: a girl made des>er- 
ave by lack of work or previous disgrace to enter upor 
the lite of a public prostitute, and heuce it 18 much 
more casy for the syente of the numeious societies to 
get hold of her and keep or make her a respectable 
member of the community Thus, and thus only can 
the number of prostitutes 11 our midst be made very 
grsdually to diminish This decrease could be ma- 
teriully  asitaed by lessening the pumber who sre 
born prostitutes; for by castration and ovariectomy 
the persistent crimmals and chrous. paupers siiould 
be preveuted from reproducing their kind, the female 
portion of which are pracucally born prostitutes 

in conclusion, I would say that I have looked over 
the discussion of the Contagious Disease Acts that 
took place in England during the period of 1870- 
1875, and with very few changes the conditions were 
exactly the same as at the present time. There wus 
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the same amount of discouraging statistics from Paris 
and other Continental cities, the same demand for 
more frequent examinatioas and the same report of 
the impossibility of controlling all women engaged tn 
tle profession, the same statements that the number 
of licensed houses was decreasing, by some marked 
with appvehersion In fact, one of the preatest argu- 
ments which has been put into the hands of the 
non-recogu. tion party 1s this fect, that at the end of 
twenty to twenty-five years of practical application 
Esrope hed, according to her own report, by no means 
solyed the problem of control or diminished the spread 
of veneren] disease New methods, perhaps better, 
certainly more inquiaitional, ligve since been instigated, 
the results of which we have no means of Knowing 
and cannot have for some years to come, but from 
their very diverotty they turnish us with no indication 
ol any sure course that bere in Bostou we should fol- 
low Toere seems to be no other way open to us but 
to wait for a decade at least, until we find out what 
method ofters the grensest chance of success iu o}tain- 
ing @ real control over this evil In the mean time it 
seens Mandatory for us to pursue our present policy 
of repression of the evil to it smallest possible lmts. 
And this can only be accomplished by a vigerous 
public sentiment which shal! support enthusiastically 
the strony arm of the law iv its work of 1cpression 
under existing laws and shall make the ine~ease in the 
ranks Of prostitutes as small as possible — by every 
meaus which shall check the traffic im giJs, by educa- 
tion of both boys aud girls in our homes and schools, 
by a Jaw which shell raise the age of consert, aud by 
removing from the chronic criminal classes the power 
of reproduction of their species. At the same time 
the spread of venereal disease should be combated by 
hospital accommodations for thdse who are now de- 
barred from proper medica! care and treatment 
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DISCUSSION 


Dr DeEByors. { won’t commence with the ex 
aminations 1n Boston; I will go a little farther bak 
to the government service, and will give you 2 few 
notes of things [ remember at that time Ju the vari 
ous departments of the naval academy where 300 to 
400 young men from erghteen to twenty-two. were 
kept within wails during eight months of tue year and 
then taken off on a cruise and occasionally turned 
loose Gn the shore, it is not to be wondered at that, 
they were like the bull kept ready for the bull-fight za 
the arena, that they rushed madly to their own 
destruction [remember one foreign cruise m which 
most of these young men were turned loose in Paris 
and went to one of the proverbial houses (a show- 
house), These sere not entirely show-houses, for 3 
met afterwards a French nobieman who had !ived in 
Piris a great ‘desl, aud he told me these houses were 
great, resorte with tho French themselves, they go 
and stay there soveral days The examination of 
these houses waa very carefully made “he women 
were very careful themselves. They, aiways examined 
their company, aud knew enough to make a yross 
examination. From Paris we went to Portsmouth. 
and though there are licensed women in England, 
there are no houses as we understard (them in this coun 
try and in France and on the Contneut. The women 
wucre joosc and rambied about. There was a vreat 
deal more venereal disease in Portsmouth, Englaud, 
than in Pars. In Paris we Lad very few cases 
Afterwards in Spata and Portugal, Lisbon, Cadiz 
where there were government houses to which the 
most weut There wore 250 to 300 men on the ship; 
and in Lisbon there are well-regulated government 
houses where mspection 16 carefully made, and the 
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atoount of venereal disease contracted was very siaall 
indeed. I havo been on ships in other parts of the 
world, the West Indies particularly, aud seme in 
South America, aud there venereal disease was very 
frequent There was neither licensing nol exumina- 
tion. 

1 was ted to look « little into venereal disease 13 
Boston from the amonnt that [ saw because 1 was 
obliged to take syphilis to keep my throat cases, aud I 
have had to do with it in young students .n Harvard 
aud Vechnology, aud Jast year | had three cases of 
disease vransmitted from lip to lip. Twice since I 
have been in Boston I have meade examinations in 
houses ——onee, a long time ago, ny not a very bigh 
priced house wnere there was much less disease than 
I found later. Last year I was asked to make regular 
evaminatious of one of the best houses m Boston, and 
Y cid during last year carry out the thing faithfully as 
far as | was able. ‘There were no microscopic exam- 
lnatious meade. Had there been I do not suppose a 
woman in tha house would have been allowed to con- 
tinue. FE think Dr. H. W. Cushing has pretty well 
demonstrated the fact that the gonococcus lives for- 
evel 1n the tubes and ovaries of a woman ot that kind 
wheu orve afticted That house was closed during 
the advent of reform, and 1t worked so effectuaily 
that Iwas never able to get my instruments out of 
tLe house In this case 1 made examinations three 
tames a month, and examined from five to re women. 
i insisted that the women shovld be examined bafore 
they dressed At my hret visit £ threw out two out 
of seven with secondary syphilitic throats. The ex- 
amination consisted of the skin, throat and nose, and 
the genitals with the speculum always I found sav- 
eral cases of primary trouble, and | beleve that those 
women were thrown out of employment for a short 
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time, I do not know how Jong I! never knew of but 
one case of disease having been contracted whic [ 
made the examinations there. There was one woman 
who persiatently refused to ba examined, and I know 
she imparted disezas to a young man across the river 
The greatest difficulty m these cases 13 the unwilling- 
nessa of the women themselves to be examined. Under 
all kinds of excuses they avoided 11 The amount of 
meustruation these women had, according to their own 
accounts, was fabulous. They would menstruate three 
times a month if you would credit w. They had to he 
driven from the beds to the bath room and from the 
bath-room to the room where I made tne sxamination. 
They came in before they were dressed, so that T 
could make us careful an exumination as I knew how 
for evidences of sypmilis on the skin. I think if I 
had had any other authority behind me except the 
word of the woman who kept the house I might have 
done more good than I did. I fel eure that I saved 
& yreat mau” young man from disease, because I 
know I threw out several cases of gonorrhea which 
vould bave been paessd round. I do net discuss the 
ethics of the case apy more than Dr. Stone does. 
This 16 # thing that has existed from the beginuing of 
the world, and has got to exist Young men are grow- 
ing up, aud it 18 n therr youth they are reckless and 
contract disease which goes with them through hife. 
Many of them never pet over it, hecause they will not 
tahe vrope” trestment It seems to we there should 
be some place whete these women can be taken care 
of. 

Dr Forster IJ saw in the paper this morning that 
there was a bill repuricd to the legislatare making tt 
mandatory on every city of 50,000 to bave a hospital 
that would take venereal disease. A friend of mine, 
one of the senators, has made a special effort to have 
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that rule which prolhrbita venereni disease from hos 
plals abrogated. I think be ts about to accomplish 
his purpose. My own experience in treating venereal 
disanses leads me te think that most of the cuses are 
not coat.acted :neido houses of prostitution T am 
very glad to see that the people are saking up to the 
sact that such cases shuuld be admitted to hospitals. 
Dr. Forsom I think a great deal can be learned 
trum the experience of Kngland with references to 
regulating theses diseases .o the army In the first 
place, it shows tbat in an inquiry of thia kind it 18 
impossible to get at the facts In the second place, 
it shows, tn my opimon, that no examination of nros- 
titutes which ix practicable will materially control the 
awount of veueresl disease that prevails in the com- 
munty, And, in the third piace, 2t shows that laws 
heeonsing p'ostitutes or regulating: prostitution canpot 
be maintamed in anv English-speakiug country, and 
that they cunnot be passed in any English-speaking 
country where people know what they ara doing I 
suppose the gentlemen all know that the ‘aws control- 
line syplihs avd gonorrhea in Bugland epphed only 
to certaim garrison towns im England, Ireland and 
India, and in certain cases of some of the larger 
towns, only to that portion of the town where the 
soldiers were, quartered. The gentlemen who were 
very 2nxious to have this bill pac ed kuew perfectly 
well that no suck jaws could be passed unless under 
some name which did not betray their sigmificance, and 
-o they were called the Contagious Diseases Acts 
Phey were passed, and I do not remember how many 
years they were in existence, but long enough to have 
had quite a numbe. of parhamentary inquiries and aa 
immense deal of literature on the subject published by 
the government, beside 4 great deal by tne adherents 
of the law and those opposed to it The statistics 
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were interpreted in diametrically opposite ways by the 
two parties The facts in regard to the case were, so 
far as [ could learn, that the amouvt of gonorrhea im 
the army was considerably reduced. about one-fourth 
T think, but the amount of ayphilie not very mucb. 
The oyponents of the laws used the same statistics in 
such a way &8 to show that this was not the resul. sf 
oue considered the whole population and not the army 
alove. but that the laws actually made matters worse 
After reading qaite s numwber of parliamentary and 
other reports it 16 difficult to satiefy one’s self how 
much reduction there was 

With regard to the effect on the women themselves, 
the fucte probably were, I think, that there was very 
much less marked evidence of disease than in other 
places, but of course the evidence of gororrkes cannot 

Iwaye be seen by the naked eve and women may be 
in a State to infect and nothng he seen by ocular 
examination, aud 1 would be impussible sn every case 
ty have microscopical exuanation 

In regard to chancres, everybody knows that they 
ire often very difficult or impossible to find, and 
moreover, women within a few days or hours afte 
examinatiou May Manifest sigus of sypbihs The 
opponents of the laws stated that the effect of these 
exatninations was to drive the mfected women away 
from the garrison towne into the population im gen- 
eral aud they also maintained nud in some cases their 
evidence was without contradiction, that virtuous and 
innocent women had been tsken by police and exain- 
med who not only had not had venereal disease, but 
were absolutely virgins The evidence was so contre- 
dictory and the moral offence ur the laws was 80 great 
that just as soon as the community in general found 
out the rea: purport of the luws they were repealed 
by act of parhament. 


20 


With regard to the hospttsls for syphilis and 
gonorrhea, the expertence of England 13 interesting ta 
that respect ‘Throughout tne kingdom, vome thurty- 
five yeare ago, wore or less, quite a sumer of hos- 
pitaly were established, called rom Mr Locke their 
originator, Locke hospitals The general tmpreasion 
in many parte of England avd im this country was 
that they were hospituis where prostitutes were 
detained unde: lock and key until cured. I find that 
the umversal experience was that their influence 10 
reducing the amount of venereal disease in the com- 
munity was nothing There was no Jaw witch could 
ba puseed bv the English parhament which woeld 
make it possible to detain these women there beyona 
the length or time chey were willny to stay They 
came in tn their helpless condition and as soon as well 
evouvh to be about went out, aud just xs much i a 
condition to infect men aa before and in acme cases 
more so Iti alleged that a few were reformed. 

Itis # dificult problem 1 suppose the gentlemen 
know that St Louis 1s the only place in this country 
where sn attempt bas been made to regulate these 
diseases by licensing and inspection, and there the 
city ordinance was very sbort-lived 

Dre © P Potnam As many of the gentlemen 
may know, at the Almshouse Hospital at Tewksbury 
and at the Long island Hospital a great many syphil- 
itic patienta are cured for There 19 9 statuta ollow 
mg the keeper of almshouses to detain parents as 
loony as the lisease sin an ictive condition 

Of course the number ts not great as compared 
with all needing the treatment, but a still greater num- 
ber might be induced to go to these hospitals 

Dr. Fotsom I dare say Dr Putnam will re 

»member that the law of whicn he speaka 1s a revival 
of what used to be called the Oimbus Act, passed a 
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number of yeara ago. It worked quite well in de- 
taming 8 few womeu with veneresl disease It gave 
the State Board of Charities the power to retam va- 
grants and all sorta of diso:derly persous It did not 
mention prostitutes or people with venereal diseases. 
Lut prostitutes were retaiwed ander that law and wo- 
men with syobintic disease were retained until thought 
to be pretty well. It was necessary for somebody to 
appear at the State House almost every year to pre 
vent the repeal of the law. But finally the law was 
repealed. But, as Dr Putnam saya, it has bean re- 
vived in a different form now, and a few women are - 
kept at Tewkebury and Bridgewater, bat I do uot 
fancy the number is sufficient to make any matenal 
difference in the amount of venereal disease i the 
State 

Dra. Stone I did not know that I stated that the 
houses in Boston were better than those on the other 
side, only no worse aud it must be remembered that 
the Europeans furnish about sixty per cent, of the 
diseased tomates. The amcunt of disease in one of 
the best housee in Buston as seen by Dr DeBlos 
would bear out my statement 

In regard to the Contagious Acts I did not consider 
them for many of the reasons the gentlemen have 
spoken of It was an Act eotirely confined to the gar- 
rison towns, inany of which were almost smal! villages 
having uothing but the houses in which the prostitutes 
hved and a few stores which were required to run the 
people who wook care of tue army, and so in many 
ways .t did not seem to enter into this discussion. 
Some of the arguments used at the present time are 
about the same as used then. It was brought ont at 
one of the hearings that the women called themselves 
the Queen’s women as the soldiers were the Queen’s 
men. One argument used by those opposed to the 
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law was the danger of the epread of the diseasa by 
the uae of the dirty speculum That argument has 
disappeared under the beuehcient reign of aseptic suar- 
gery An argument used by tnose iw favor of the 
Contagious Acts was that .t was ro expense to the tux- 
payer, that the expense was all to be pid by women. 
This atguipeut bas been turned 1ound and those 10 
favor of tne extension of more severe measures in the 
Continental cities are having wt distinctly understood 
that they advocate doing away with the payment of 
the money by the women themselves and having it 
done at the expense of the government 

What I meant by waiting a decade was that these 
new methods hacked perhaps hy some of the bacterio- 
logical work that 1 beng done might possibly Luve a 
certain amount of effect, aud at the end of that time 
something more definite could be stated in regard to 
what position we could take before the couutry But 
during the time that 1c to be we have vot, as has been 
bald, tO INaiutam public sentiment aud do what we cap 
for these unfortunates It seems as though the time 
was ripe for dotug uway with the regulations mn regard 
to our hospitals 

I am told by those who have charge of some of the 
societies that a great charge has come over the peo- 
ple Tweuty or thirty \cats ago a woman who had 
made 2 misstep im a s.xual way was practically 
damned, no house epee *o her and no way to reform 
At the present time, tuct said i’ they could have gor- 
ten hold of the 5,000 \.omer supposed to have neen 
turned out of the house. in the last eighteen months 
they could have furnished places in fambies for every 
one of those women w'thout any trouble, showing the 
change of sentiment smong a certain clase of the peo- 
ple in tneir willinguess to try and help such women 
I do net mean to se) the women would have wanted 
tu go 
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The poseimity of making 4 satisfactory ezamira- 
tion 18 pretty hard. I have tried at my nospital 
clinic. seeing a good many womea with euspicious 
secretions, io demonstrate the gonococcua and 1 6 very 
large number of cases where [ was perfectly certain 
that the secretion trom*the urethra was gonorrheal and 
a yerfectly straigi caso } have heen uuable to preve 
it with the ordinary bacteriological cxamimaticn Far- 
ther I know thar some writers in Germany have en- 
urely given up searching in the vaginal and cervical 
secretions of women for the gonoccccus on scconut of 
the great difficulty of demonstrating it 

It seems *o me under the creumstapc~ that we 
murtdo whit wecan to repress the evil to w small a 
compass a6 pose'ble aud we can do that best by keep- 
img the women separate rather thau allowing them to 
be housed together If the people at large know tbat 
cettaiu houses are tolerated, are not liable to he 
raided, aud that they can go there in peace aud quiet, 
they will po there often when they have no strong de- 
sire of seeking relief. simply for the sake of the good 
time, having *‘a circus” A Jarge number of those I 
see say they got their disease at a time when they bad 
not really any desire, but were perhaps going away on 
@ trip aud thought they would go to see 8 woman just 
before they went away 1 case they might feel desire 
lateroun The amount 2 man does is laigely cue to 
the opportun.ties offered and 1f the ev.lis kept im the 
sm uitest posstble compass then we stall have the Jeaet 
hikelihood of exter sive apread ot the dieeaoe 
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